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Parlemeter 2020 – A European Parliament Eurobarometer survey



METHODOLOGY | CONTACT

This Eurobarometer survey has been commissioned by the European Parliament and conducted by Kantar.
For more information or access to the full results, please visit
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/eurobarometer
or contact the Public Opinion Monitoring Unit, DG Communication, European Parliament (dgcomm-pom@ep.europa.eu)
Follow us on twitter: @EP_Trends

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/eurobarometer
mailto:dgcomm-pom@ep.europa.eu


Tough economic situation: Portugal is of the 4 EU countries (with EL, BG and IT) where more than one half of the 
citizens (PT 61%) say they have difficulties paying their bills.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In most Member States, less than one in ten respondents say they have difficulties paying their bills most of the time. In fact, this comes down to just 1% in Denmark, and 2% in Poland, Sweden and the Netherlands.However, there are five Member States where more than one in ten say they have difficulties most of the time. By far the highest proportion can be seen in Greece (28%), followed by Bulgaria (19%), Portugal (15%), Cyprus (14%) and Lithuania (12%).Italy has the highest proportion of respondents that have difficulties from time to time (49%), and is one of four countries where more than half of citizens have difficulties either most of the time or from time to time, the others being Greece, Bulgaria and Portugal. 



Rather pessimistic 
outlook for the 
next year:

52% say their living 
conditions will 
remain the same, 
53% say their 
country’s economy 
will be worse off in 
twelve months.

Portuguese 
respondents are 
slightly less 
pessimistic



In all countries, more 
than six out of ten 
respondents agree 
that the recovery 
plan of the EU will 
allow their country’s 
economy to recover 
more rapidly from the 
pandemic

Base: 27,213 (all respondents)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In every Member State, a clear majority of respondents agree that the EU recovery plan will allow their country’s economy to recover more rapidly from the negative effects of the coronavirus pandemic. Agreement is particularly high in Ireland (92%), Malta (91%), Portugal (88%) and Poland (86%), while it is lowest in Finland and France (both 62%).  The socio-demographic analysis shows highest agreement among younger people (77% of 15-24 year olds), those who left education later (77% of those who finished education at the age of 20 or above), managers (77%), students (79%) and those who rarely or never have difficulties paying bills (76%). Attitudes are also closely linked with overall perceptions of the EU: respondents who have a positive image of the EU are much more likely to agree (89%) than those who hold a negative image (34%).



Measures to reduce poverty and social inequalities as the main priority of the
European Parliament is the top answer in 23 countries

Base: 27,213 (all respondents)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An impact of the Turkish crisis? 



Policy priorities PT vs EU27:

Fight against poverty
and social inequality
(76%, +28pp)

Action for
full employment
(51%, +30pp)

Quality education for all
(41%, +8pp)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An impact of the Turkish crisis? 



In nearly all countries, a positive image of the European Parliament outweighs the negative, with CZ, 
EL and FR as exceptions. ‘Neutral image’ is the most given answer in a large majority of countries.

Base: 27,213 (all respondents)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The image of the European Parliament has grown more positive in the last year, and this is part of a longer-term positive trend. Although citizens are still most likely to express a neutral image of the European Parliament (45%, -1 pp since October 2019), the trend shows an increasing gap between Europeans with a positive image (37%, +4 pp) and those with a negative one (17%, -2 pp). The distance between the two curves is now at its highest level for over 10 years, and almost at the level seen in October-November 2007 before the economic downturn that started in 2008. This long-term trend is reflected in results from the European Commission’s Standard Eurobarometer. This survey shows that citizens’ trust in the European Parliament has been on a steadily growing trend since 2016. The European Parliament remains the European institution with the highest level of confidence expressed by Europeans: 48% of citizens tend to trust this institution, while 45% trust the European Commission and 42% trust the European Central Bank. Overall, 43% of respondents declare their trust in the European Union. 



Differences between the EU and Portugal 
Image of the European Parliament

In general, does the European Parliament conjure up for you a very positive, fairly positive, neutral, fairly negative or very 
negative image? 
Answer: Total “Positive" (%) 9
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The survey finds a majority of respondents holding a positive image of the EU in 25 countries

Base: 27,213 (all respondents)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The image of the EU has seen a positive improvement in the last year. Half of EU citizens (50%) say their general image of the EU is positive, an increase of 10 percentage points since October 2019. One in seven respondents now say their image of the EU is negative (14%, -3 pp), extending the gap between positive and negative ratings which has widened over the last seven years. Positive image is now the clear majority view.The image of the EU has been tracked in other surveys in the last year. In the summer of 2020, the Standard Eurobarometer identified a decline in the image of the EU over the previous year. However, the survey Public Opinion in Times of COVID-19 showed a strong increase in the EU’s image between April/May and September/October. Putting these results together, we can see that the rise in the Parlemeter figures (as described here) reflects an annual rise which may have incorporated an initial fall before a strong increase in the second half of 2020.The long-term pattern is similar to what we saw in relation to the European Parliament, with positive ratings at their highest level since before the 2008 economic downturn.



Portugal comes out with the second most positive image of the EU: 67%

Base: 27,213 (all respondents)



The survey finds that in all 27 EU Member States more than 50% of respondents believe that
their country has benefited from being a member of the EU

Base: 27,213 (all respondents)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In every Member State, more than half of respondents say that their country has benefited from being a member of the EU, and this applies to nine in ten respondents or more in Ireland (95%), Portugal and Lithuania (both 90%). This proportion falls to 52% in Italy and 55% in Austria, and these countries also have the highest proportions that think their country has not benefited from EU membership (42% and 39% respectively).



Differences between the EU and Portugal 
Benefited from the EU Membership

13
Taking everything into account, would you say that Portugal has on balance benefited or not from being a member of the EU? 
Answer: Total "Benefited" (%)
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Four in ten citizens (39%) 
say that things are going in 

the right direction in the 
EU. In 8 countries this 

proportion rises to more 
than half.

There is a tendency for 
more positive ratings in 

Member States in eastern 
parts of Europe, particularly 

the Baltics.
Portugal is, with 47%, 

above the EU average
and a positive

’geographic outlier’.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The overall shift since October 2019 is positive, with a 7-point increase in the proportion of EU citizens who think things are going in the right direction in the EU. There are 17 Member States that show a clear upward trend (of 3 or more percentage points), while just three countries show an equivalent decrease. The largest positive shifts are seen in Slovenia (60%, +29 pp), Estonia (61%, +26 pp), Lithuania (70%, +24 pp), Malta (55%, +23 pp) and Greece (44%, +22 pp).



In 16 countries, a plurality of respondents are rather in favour of the EU, but not the way it has been 
realised until now. In 10 countries, most respondents are in favour of the EU as it has been realised so far.

Base: 27,213 (all respondents)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In every Member State, more than half of respondents say they are in favour of the EU, with the highest proportions in Ireland and Portugal (both 86%), Germany (82%) and Poland (81%). Respondents in Greece (56%), Cyprus and France (both 58%) are least likely to be in favour of the EU. In Ireland, six in ten respondents (60%) say that they are in favour of the EU ‘as it has been realised so far’, and this also applies to more than four in ten respondents in Poland (45%), Lithuania (44%), Estonia (43%), Hungary and Portugal (both 42%).Negative views are most prevalent in Greece (where 44% oppose the idea of the EU or are sceptical towards it), Cyprus (41%), France (39%) and Austria (38%). Respondents are most likely to say that they are opposed to the idea of the EU in general in Finland (10%), Italy and Greece (both 9%).



In the EU as a whole, the 
most common view is that 

citizens are ‘rather in favour 
of the EU, but not the way it 

has been realised so far’.

More than half of 
respondents take this view 

in Belgium (54%) and Spain 
(53%). This proportion is 

lowest in Ireland (26%) and 
Lithuania (26%).

There is a tendency for
this view to be stronger

in countries in the west of 
Europe than in the east.
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