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INTRODUCTION 

This Flash Eurobarometer, “Public opinion in the EU regions” (FL472), was conducted at the request 
of the Directorate-General for Communication.  

The study is designed to assess the views of Europeans living in each of 204 individual regions across 
the 28 Member States, on four main subjects:  

 The current economic situation in the respondents’ regions, and expectations for the economic 
situation over the coming year  

 The quality of life in the respondents’ regions, and their expectations of whether this will 
improve or deteriorate over the next 12 months 

 The most important issues facing their own region, such as unemployment, healthcare, 
immigration, or the economy  

 Respondents' perceptions of the European Union, more specifically their level of trust in the EU 
and their views on which representatives are best placed to explain the work of the EU to them. 

This study follows earlier surveys carried out in 2012 (Flash Eurobarometer 356) and in 2015 (Flash 
Eurobarometer 427). Therefore, this report will also place a particular focus on the evolution of 
respondents’ views since the previous surveys.  

This survey was carried out by the TNS Political & Social network in the 28 Member States of the 
European Union, between 10 October and 6 November 2018. The list of the 204 regions surveyed in 
the 28 Member States can be found in Annex 1.  

The choice of regions was based on a hybrid NUTS1/NUTS2 model resulting from the joint 
consideration of two factors, the size of the region and the existence of "administrative units" of type 
region: NUTS2 regions were considered whenever for a given country regional "administrative units" 
exist at NUTS2 level.  

The sample size was 300 interviews in each of the regions with the exceptions of Estonia, Cyprus, 
Latvia, Luxembourg, and Malta where 500 interviews were collected and of Ceuta and Melilla in Spain 
and Åland in Finland, where the sample size was 150. 

Overall, 61,968 respondents from different social and demographic groups were interviewed via 
telephone (landline and mobile phone) in their mother tongue on behalf of the European Commission, 
Directorate-General for Communication.  

The methodology used is that of Eurobarometer surveys, as carried out by the Directorate-General 
for Communication (“Media monitoring and Eurobarometer” Unit)1. A technical note on the manner in 
which interviews were conducted by the institutes within the TNS Political & Social network is 
appended as an annex to this report. Also included are the interview methods and confidence 
intervals2. 

We wish to thank the people throughout the European Union 

who have given their time to take part in this survey. 

Without their active participation, this study would not have been possible. 

 
  

																																																								
1 http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/index_en.htm 
2 The results tables are included in the annex. It should be noted that the total of the percentages in the tables of this report may exceed 
100% when the respondent has the possibility of giving several answers to the question. 
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KEY FINDINGS 

In two-thirds of the European regions at least half the respondents think that the 
current economic situation of their region is good 

 In 152 of the 204 European regions, at least half the respondents consider that the situation 
of their region’s economy is good. 

 Differences from one region to another are considerable: 98% of respondents in Vorarlberg 
and Oberösterreich (Austria) and Bayern (Germany) consider that the economic situation of 
their region is good, but less than 20% share this opinion in Calabria, Sicilia, Sardegna and 
Campania (Italy).  

 Since 2015, the proportion of respondents believing that the economic situation is good has 
increased in most regions, most strikingly in Poland and Portugal.  

The majority of respondents consider that the quality of life in their region is good in 
all but eight European regions 

 In 196 of the 204 regions, at least half of the respondents say that the quality of life in their 
region is good, and at least nine in ten take this view in 67 regions.  

 There are important regional variations: 99% of respondents in four Dutch regions and two 
Austrian ones believe that quality of life in their region is good, compared to just 36% in 
Mayotte (France) and 40% in Severozapaden (Bulgaria). 

 The proportion of respondents thinking that the quality of life in their region is good has 
increased in most regions since 2015, most strikingly in Polish regions. 

In more than 80% of the EU regions, at least half of the respondents are optimistic 
regarding the future of their region 

 In 170 of the 204 European regions, at least half the respondents are optimistic regarding the 
future of their region; but optimism varies significantly between regions, with the proportion of 
respondents who are optimistic ranging from 93% in Vorarlberg (Austria) to 34% in both 
Principado de Asturias (Spain) and Molise (Italy). 

 In 166 of the 196 regions where a majority of respondents assess the quality of life in their 
region as good, at the same time, a majority of respondents are optimistic regarding the future 
of their region. 

 In 144 of the 152 regions where a majority of respondents think that the economic situation 
of their region is good, at the same time, a majority of respondents are optimistic regarding 
the future of their region. 

 At the same time, in 26 of the regions where a majority of respondents do not assess the 
economic situation of their region as good, a majority are however optimistic regarding the 
future of their region. 

The healthcare system and unemployment are the issues most likely to be mentioned as 
the most important issues currently faced by respondents’ region 

 The healthcare system is the most mentioned issue in 97 of the 204 European regions, and it 
is the second most mentioned issue in further 23 regions; the healthcare system is seen as a 
key issue across much of Europe, but. concern is highest in the regions in Northern and Eastern 
Europe, in the UK and in Portugal. 

 Unemployment is the most mentioned issue in 60 of the 204 European regions, and it is the 
second most mentioned issue in a further 36 regions; concern about unemployment is higher 
in regions of France, Spain, Italy, Greece and Bulgaria.  



 

 

6 

  
Public opinion in the EU Regions 
 
 
October-November 2018 

Report

Flash Eurobarometer 472 

  
Public opinion in the EU Regions 
 
 
October-November 2018 

Report

Flash Eurobarometer 472 

 In 21 European regions, the education system is mentioned as the most important current 
regional and it is the second most mentioned issue in 30 regions. It is cited by at least half of 
the respondents in just seven regions, all located in Germany. 

 Less than three in ten respondents mention immigration in 189 of the 204 European regions, 
but it is the most mentioned issue in seven European regions - Vlaams Gewest (Belgium), (47%), 
Malta (Malta) (57%), Lombardia and Veneto (Italy) (31% and 32%), Mayotte (France) (69%), 
Ciudad Autónoma de Melilla and Ciudad Autónoma de Ceuta (Spain) (62% and 72%).   

 People and/or business leaving the region is the most important issues facing their region in 
six regions – Continental Croatia (Croatia) (54%), Vidurio ir vakarų Lietuvos (Lithuania) (52%), 
Kärnten and Burgenland (Austria) (51% and 38%), Zeeland and Friesland (the Netherlands) 
(46% and 35%). 

 The environment tops the list of the most important issues currently facing the region in just 
seven regions - Bayern (Germany) (37%), Salzburg and Tirol (Austria) (36% and 46%), 
Gelderland and Utrecht (the Netherlands) (39% and 43%), Praha and Moravskoslezsko 
(Czechia) (37% and 43%). 

 Crime is the top issue in Noord-Brabant (the Netherlands) (57%), London and Yorkshire and the 
Humber (the UK) (41% and 40%), as well as in Emilia-Romagna (Italy) (31%).  

In nearly half of the European regions the majority of the people consider that 
their local or regional political representatives are the best placed to explain how 

European policies impact citizens’ day-to-day life 

 In 95 European regions, a majority of respondents consider that their regional or local 
representatives are the best placed to explain to them how European policies impact their day-
to-day lives. 

 On the other hand, in 61 regions a majority believe that their national representatives are the 
best placed to do this, while members of the European Parliament (MEPs) come first in 29 
regions, and members of the European Commission do so in ten regions. 

 Trust in the European Union ranges from 81% in Eastern and Midlands (Ireland) to 35% in 
Yorkshire and the Humber (UK); but at least half of the respondents say they tend to trust the 
EU in more than 80% of the 204 European regions surveyed (177 regions) 

 Trust in national governments is significantly lower: in just above one third of the regions (73), 
at least half of the respondents say they tend to trust their national Government; By far the 
highest proportion sharing this opinion is to be found in Luxembourg (83%), followed by Norra 
Mellansverige (Sweden) and Vlaams Gewest (Belgium) (both 67%). These results contrast with 
those observed in Bratislavskỳ kraj (Slovakia) (18%) and in Voreia Ellada (Greece) (17%). 
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I. ECONOMIC SITUATION OF THE REGIONS  

CURRENT SITUATION 

Respondents were requested to give their opinion about the situation of the economy of their region3.  

 
In two-thirds of European regions at least half the respondents think that the current 

economic situation of their region is good  

At EU level, nearly two-thirds of respondents (65%) think that the current economic situation in their 
region is good, with 12 % saying it is very good and 53% saying is it rather good. Since 2015, the 
share saying the economic situation is good has increased by 10 percentage points.  

 
Base: all respondents (61,968 respondents)  

 

	  

																																																								
3 Q1.2. How would you judge the current situation in each of the following? The situation of the economy of (OUR REGION) 

Q1.2 How would you judge the current situation in each of the following? The situation of 
the economy of (OUR REGION)

(October-November 2018 - September 2015)

Very good
12

Rather good
53

Rather bad
25

Very bad
7

Don’t Know
3

(+4)

(+6)

(-7)

(-2) (-1)
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The following map shows the regional distribution of these results4: the darker the green, the more 
respondents believe that the current economic situation in their region is good.  

Overall, at least half the respondents consider that the economic situation of their region is good in 
152 of the 204 regions.  

In particular, in 87 of these regions at least seven in ten respondents do so (70% and over) and in 18 
of these regions at least nine in ten do so (90% and over). The regions where at least seven in ten 
respondents say that the economic situation of their region is good are mainly located in central 
Europe and in Nordic countries.  

 
The regional analysis also reveals considerable differences between regions, with nearly all 
respondents in Vorarlberg, and Oberösterreich (Austria) and Bayern (Germany) (all 98%) saying that 
the situation of the economy in their region is good, while in some regions of Italy less than a fifth 
of the respondents say the same (17% in Calabria, 18% in Sicilia and 19% in both Campania and 
Sardegna). 

																																																								
4 In all maps, the higher figure is excluded in each bracket. For example, the bracket 50%-70% excludes 70% and includes 50%. 
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At the same time, the regional analysis shows considerable differences between regions within the 
same Member State. In Italy for instance, more than three-quarters of respondents in six regions say 
that the current economic situation of their region is good (between 96% and 80% in Provincia 
Autonoma di Bolzano/Bozen, Provincia Autonoma di Trento, Emilia-Romagna, Friuli-Venezia Giulia, 
Veneto and Lombardia), whereas in four regions less than a fifth of respondents say the same (19% 
in Sardegna and Campania, 18% in Sicilia and 17% in Calabria).  

Although to a lesser extent, considerable differences are also seen in Germany and Spain. In Germany 
the proportion of respondents who consider the economic situation of their region to be good varies 
from 98% in Bavaria and 96% Baden-Württemberg to 52% in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern and 43% 
in Sachsen-Anhalt. In Spain, the proportion of respondents who consider the economic situation of 
their region to be good varies from 87% in País Vasco to 24% in Andalucía. 
 
The table below details the results observed in the 18 regions where at least nine in ten respondents 
consider that the situation of the economy of their region is good.  
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From this we can conclude that, in one third of the regions (65 regions) between 70% (includes 
regions where 70% or more of respondents said the economic situation was good) and 90% 
(includes regions where less than 90% said the economic situation was good) of respondents 
consider that the situation of the economy of their region is good. The following table details the 
results obtained in these 65 regions.     
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On the other hand, in 52 regions less than 50% of respondents consider that the current 
economic situation of their region is good. This is the case for all regions in Croatia, as well as in 
Cyprus and Latvia, most regions in Greece (3 of 4), two-thirds of the regions in Bulgaria (4 of 6), and 
around half the regions in Italy (11 of 21), Spain (9 of 19), and France (9 of 18). 

The table below illustrates the results observed in these 52 regions. 
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EVOLUTION SINCE 2015 

In a large majority of regions, the proportion of respondents who consider that the economic 
situation in their region is good, has increased since 2015, and in many cases the increase has 
been considerable.  

On the following map, regions highlighted in green are those where the proportion of respondents 
who think that the economic situation in their region is good has increased. Regions where this 
proportion has decreased are highlighted in shades of red. Whereas most regions appear to be light 
or dark green, southern regions of England, south-eastern regions in Poland, northern regions of 
Germany and Denmark, and most regions in Sweden stand out in light or dark red.  
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The map shows that most regions registered very significant increases, particularly Portuguese and 
Polish regions, which register increases of more than twenty percentage points.  

The highest increases were observed in five Polish regions: Wielkopolskie (89%, +59 percentage 
points), Pomorskie (87%, +37), Opolskie (82%, +37), Dolnośląskie (84%, +36) and Małopolskie (80%, 
+36); in three Portuguese regions: Área Metropolitana de Lisboa (73%, +34), Região Autónoma da 
Madeira (64%, +32) and Norte (66%, +31); and also in one region of Spain: Comunidad Valenciana 
(53%, +33).  

On the other hand, a few regions registered significant decreases. The most significant decreases 
were observed in five regions in the UK: East of England (53%, -22 percentage points), South East 
(England) (64%, -13), South West (England) (59%, -12), West Midlands (England) (58%, -11) and East 
Midlands (60%, -10); and in Vest (Romania) (59%, -11).  
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ECONOMIC SITUATION OF THE REGIONS: EXPECTATIONS FOR THE NEXT 12 
MONTHS 

Respondents were asked whether they believe that the next twelve months will be better, worse or 
the same when it comes to the situation of the economy of their region5. 

 
In nearly all European regions, the majority of respondents believe the economic 

situation of their region will stay the same in the next twelve months  

More than six in ten Europeans (61%) consider that in the next twelve months the economic situation 
of their region will be the same. Less than one in five believe that it will be either worse (19%) or 
better (16%). 

  
Base: all respondents (61,968 respondents)  

 

																																																								
5 Q2.2. In your opinion, in comparison with today will the next twelve months be better, worse or the same, when it comes to...? The situation 
of the economy of your region 

Q2.2 In your opinion, in comparison with today will the next twelve months be 
better, worse or the same, when it comes to...? The situation of the economy of 
(OUR REGION)

(October-November 2018 - September 2015)

Better
16

Worse
19

Same
61

Don’t Know
4

(-1)

(-4)

(+5)

(=)
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In 198 of the 204 European regions, at least half the respondents consider that the economic 
situation of their region will stay the same. In all regions, more than a third of respondents think 
that way, with proportions varying between 82% in Helsinki-Uusimaa (Finland) and 37% in Malta. 

The only six regions where less than half the respondents think that way are Malta (37%), North-
East-England (UK), London (UK) (both 41%), Bucuresti/Bucurest-Ilfov (Romania) (46%), Voreia Ellada 
(Greece) (47%) and Scotland (UK) (49%). 

On the following map, regions highlighted in dark purple are the regions where at least seven in ten 
respondents consider that the situation of their regional economy will stay the same in the next 
twelve months (24 regions). This is most notably the case in Finland, Sweden, Germany and Austria.  
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On the following map, the darker the green, the more respondents consider that the economic 
situation of the region will be better in the next twelve months. This is most notably the case in 
Malta, and to a lesser extent in the Baltic States and Eastern Europe, as well as in the Netherlands, 
Spain, Italy, Portugal, and Ireland.  

 
 
Overall, Malta is the only region where a relative majority of respondents think that the economic 
situation will be better over the next twelve months (46% vs. 37% “same” and 6% “worse”).   

Furthermore, the regional analysis also shows some notable differences between regions within the 
same Member State. In Italy for instance, more than a quarter of respondents in three regions say 
that the economic situation of their region will be better in the next twelve months (30% in Sicilia, 
27% in Campania and 26% in Puglia), whereas slightly more than a tenth of respondents say the 
same about their region in two regions (12% in Molise and 11% in Valle d’Aosta/Vallée d’Aoste).  

Differences are also seen in Spain, where this proportion varies from 26% in Comunidad Valenciana 
to 10% in Castilla y León, and in Bulgaria where it varies from 26% in Yuzhen tsentralen to 13% in 
Yugozapaden.  
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The following table lists the 79 regions where at least one in five respondents expect the situation of 
the economy of their region will be better in the next twelve months. 
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The following map shows the share of respondents that expect the economic situation in their 
region to be worse in the next 12 months. This is most likely the case in the regions of the United 
Kingdom, Greece and in the overseas territories of France. 

 
 
Overall, the United Kingdom is the only Member State with regions where a relative majority of 
respondents think that the economic situation of their region will be worse in the next twelve months: 
this is the case in London and North East (England) (both 44% “worse” vs. 41% “same”).  
However, at least three in ten respondents share this opinion in another 17 regions: the ten other 
regions of the United Kingdom (between 37% in North West (England) and 30% in Wales, West 
Midlands (England), Yorkshire and the Humber and East of England), three in Greece (38% in Voreia 
Ellada, 33% in Kentriki Ellada and 30% in Attiki) and France (35% in Martinique, 31% in Guadeloupe 
and 30% in la Réunion), and, as already seen, one region in Spain, namely Principado de Asturias 
(33%). 

In particular, this regional analysis also shows notable differences between Spanish regions. A third 
of respondents in Principado de Asturias (33%) say that the economic situation of their region will be 
worse in the next twelve months, whereas just a tenth of respondents share this opinion in País Vasco 
(10%). 
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The following table lists the 19 regions where at least three in ten respondents consider that the 
situation of the economy of their region will be worse in the next twelve months. 
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EVOLUTION SINCE 2015  

Since 2015, the proportion of respondents thinking that the situation of the economy of their region 
will be better has gained 15 percentage points in three regions: Sicilia (Italy) (30%, +15 percentage 
points), Észak-Magyarország (Hungary) (28%, +15) and Észak-Alföld (Hungary) (25%, +15). 

On the other hand, it has lost at least 15 percentage points in five regions, including four Spanish 
regions: Comunidad Foral de Navarra and País Vasco (20%, -17 percentage points in both regions), 
Región de Murcia (20%, -16) and Comunidad de Madrid (18%, -15); as well as in Utrecht (the 
Netherlands) (21%, -15). 
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II. QUALITY OF LIFE IN THE REGIONS  

CURRENT SITUATION 

Respondents were asked how they judge the current quality of life in their region6.  

 
At least half the respondents consider that the quality of life in their region is good in all 

but eight European regions 

At EU level, eight in ten respondents (80%) say that the quality of life in their region is good, with 
18% saying it is very good. On the other hand, 18% describe the quality of life in their region as bad, 
with 4% saying is very bad.  

Since 2015, the share of respondents saying the quality of life in their region is good has increased 
by 4 percentage points.  

 
Base: all respondents (N=61,968)  

 

	  

																																																								
6 Q1.1. How would you judge the current situation in each of the following? The quality of life in (OUR REGION) 

Q1.1 How would you judge the current situation in each of the following? The quality of 
life in (OUR REGION)

(October-November 2018 - September 2015)

Very good
18

Rather good
62

Rather bad
14

Very bad
4

Don’t Know
2

(=)

(+4)

(-2)

(-2) (=)
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The following map illustrates the spread of regional results, with darker green representing the higher 
levels of positive responses (“good”). This regional analysis reveals considerable differences between 
European regions. Respondents in Nordic and central European regions are most likely to be satisfied 
with the quality of life, followed by those in western Europe. On the other hand, respondents in south 
eastern and Mediterranean regions are least likely to be satisfied. 

In 196 of the 204 European regions, at least half the respondents consider the quality of life in their 
region to be good. 

 
 
Overall, the regional analysis reveals considerable differences between regions, with the proportion 
of respondents assessing the quality of life in their region as good ranging from 99% in Zeeland, 
Noord-Brabant, Drenthe and Friesland (all in the Netherlands), and Oberösterreich and Salzburg (both 
in Austria) to 36% in Mayotte (France), 40% in Severozapaden (Bulgaria), and 41% in Campania 
(Italy). 

Additionally, the regional analysis shows also some considerable differences between regions within 
the same Member State.  
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In Italy for instance, more than nine in ten respondents in five regions say that the quality of life in 
their region is good (98% in Provincia Autonoma di Trento, 96% in Provincia Autonoma di 
Bolzano/Bozen, 93% in Friuli-Venezia Giulia, 92% in Valle d’Aosta/Vallée d’Aoste and 91% in Marche), 
whereas in three regions – all situated in the south of the country – less than half the respondents 
share this opinion (48% in Sicilia, 45% in Calabria and, as already seen, 41% in Campania). 

Wide regional differences are also seen in Belgium (where the proportion of respondents who consider 
the quality of life in their region to be good varies from 91% in Vlaams Gewest to 67% in Région 
wallonne), Poland (from 95% in Wielkopolskie to 67% in Warmińsko-Mazurskie), Czechia (from 92% 
in Jihovýchod to 66% in Severozápad) and Hungary (from 84% in Nyugat-Dunántúl to 45% in Észak-
Magyarország). 
 
In 162 regions at least seven in ten respondents say that the quality of life in their region is good, 
with the highest proportions in the Netherlands (99% in four regions: Friesland, Drenthe, Zeeland and 
Noord-Brabant) and Austria (99% in two regions: Oberösterreich and Salzburg). Indeed, in 67 of these 
regions, at least nine in ten respondents say that the quality of life in their region is good.  

The table below details the results observed in these 67 regions. 
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The table below details the results observed in the 95 regions (slightly less than half of the 204 
regions) where between 70% (included) and 90% (excluded) of respondents consider that the quality 
of life in their region is good.   
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On the other hand, in eight European regions, under 50% of respondents say that the quality of 
life in their region is good.  

These are: Mayotte (France) (36%), Severozapaden (Bulgaria) (40%), Sicilia, Calabria, and Campagnia 
(Italy) (48%, 45% and 41% respectively), Észak-Alföld and Észak-Magyarország (Hungary) (47% and 
45% respectively), and Continental Croatia (Croatia) (45%). 

The eight regions in which people are more likely to say that the quality of life in their region is bad 
are located in just five of the 28 Member States. 
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EVOLUTION SINCE 2015 

The following map shows how opinions have changed on this issue since 2015.  

The regions highlighted in green are those where the proportion of respondents thinking that the 
quality of life in their region is good has increased. They can be seen all across the EU, as in most 
regions the proportion of respondents who consider that the quality of life in their region is good 
has increased since 2015. This is especially the case in Eastern and Southern Europe.  
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The proportion of respondents who think that the quality of life in their region is good has increased 
by at least 20 percentage points in ten regions. It is the case in five Polish regions: Wielkopolskie 
(95%, +49 percentage points since 2015), Małopolskie (86%, +33), Pomorskie (92%, +23), 
Dolnośląskie (84%, +23) and Opolskie (85%, +20); in two Spanish regions: Comunidad Valenciana 
(82%, +26) and Castilla y León (79%, +20); but also in Attiki (Greece) (52%, +21), Észak-
Magyarország (Hungary) (45%, +21) and Východné Slovensko (Slovakia) (54%, +21). 

However, this proportion has decreased by at least ten percentage points in ten regions, including 
four in France: Mayotte (36%, -22 percentage points), Martinique (53%, -17), Guadeloupe (51%, -16) 
and Guyane (55%, -14); five regions in the UK: South West (England) (77%, -15), Yorkshire and the 
Humber (71%, -15), East of England (78%, -14), East Midlands (79%, -12) and South East (England) 
(81%, -11); as well as in Sachsen-Anhalt (Germany) (73%, -10). 
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QUALITY OF LIFE IN THE REGIONS: EXPECTATIONS FOR THE NEXT 12 MONTHS 

Respondents were asked whether the next 12 months will be better, worse or the same, when it 
comes to the quality of life in their region7. 

 
In all but two European regions, at least half the respondents believe that the quality of 

life in their region will stay the same in the next 12 months  

At EU level, nearly two-thirds of respondents (64%) consider that the quality of life in their region will 
be the same (+6 percentage points since 2015). 16% of respondents expect it will be better 
(unchanged), while another 16% expect it will be worse (-5).  

 
Base: all respondents (N=61,968)  

 

	  

																																																								
7 Q2.1. In your opinion, in comparison with today will the next twelve months be better, worse or the same, when it comes to...? The quality 
of life in your region 

Q2.1 In your opinion, in comparison with today will the next twelve months be 
better, worse or the same, when it comes to...? The quality of life in (OUR REGION)

(October-November 2018 - September 2015)

Better
16

Worse
16

Same
64

Don’t Know
4

(=)

(-5)

(+6)

(-1)
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The majority of respondents think that the quality of life in their region will stay the same over 
the next 12 months in nearly all EU regions (202 of the 204 regions).The only two regions where less 
than half the respondents think that the quality of life in their region will stay the same over the next 
12 months are Malta (36%) and London (UK) (43%).  

On the following map, regions highlighted in dark purple are those where at least seven in ten 
respondents believe that the quality of life in their region will stay the same. They are mostly located 
in Nordic and central European countries. 

 
 
At least seven in ten respondents think that the quality of life in their region will stay the same in 
more than a quarter of the regions (59 regions): Germany (15 of the 16 regions), the Netherlands (10 
of the 12 regions), Austria (all 9 regions), Sweden (7 of the 8 regions), Finland (all 5 regions), Denmark 
(4 of the 5 regions), Czechia (3of the 8 regions), France (2of the 18 regions), Italy (1of the 21 regions), 
Portugal (1of the 7 regions), Slovenia (1of the 2 regions) and Luxembourg.  

Most respondents in most regions think that the quality of life in their region is good, so it is not 
surprising that only a small proportion of them expect the quality of life in their region to get better 
in the next twelve months. 
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The map below shows that the regions where a higher proportion of respondents expect the quality 
of life to improve in the next 12 months are mainly located in Southern and Eastern Europe, as well 
as in Ireland. 

 
 
In more than one-third of the regions (80 of the 204 European regions), at least a fifth of respondents 
expect the quality of life to get better in the next 12 months, with the highest proportions observed 
in Malta (40%), Podlaskie, Poland (35%), Região Autónoma da Madeira, Portugal and Campania, Italy 
(both 31%). On the other hand, only 4% of respondents think so in Niederösterreich, Austria. 

The following table shows the 80 regions where at least one fifth of respondents consider that the 
quality of life in their region will be better in the next 12 months. 
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Similarly, the proportion of respondents who expect to see the quality of life in their region to be 
worse in the coming 12 months is not very high across the different European regions. 

On the following map, regions in darker shades of red are home to relatively high proportions of 
respondents who believe that the quality of life in their region is going to get worse.  

 
 

The United Kingdom and Greece, as well as Croatia, Romania, France and Spain stand out with regions 
where a higher share of respondents expect the quality of life in their region will be worse within the 
next 12 months.  

In 45 regions, at least a fifth of respondents are pessimistic regarding the quality of life in their region 
in the next 12 months, with the highest scores in London and North West (England) in the UK (38% 
and 31% respectively), and Voreia Ellada, Greece (33%). At the other end of the scale, only 3% of 
respondents think that way in Friesland, the Netherlands.  
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The following table shows the 45 regions where at least a fifth of respondents believe that the quality 
of life in their region will get worse in the next twelve months. 
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Evolution since 2015  

Since 2015, the regions with the highest increases in the proportion of respondents who consider that 
the quality of life in their region will be better are located in Czechia, Italy, Hungary, Poland and 
Portugal. These include four Hungarian regions: Észak-Alföld (24%, +16 percentage points), Dél-Alföld 
(24%, +13), Nyugat-Dunántúl (23%, +10) and Észak-Magyarország (22%, +10); eight Polish regions: 
Warmińsko-Mazurskie (27%, +16), Zachodniopomorskie (26%, +11), Śląskie (25%, +11), Dolnośląskie 
(27%, +10), Lubuskie (26%, +10), Kujawsko-Pomorskie (23%, +10), Małopolskie (23%, +10), 
Wielkopolskie (22%, +10), one region in Czechia in Moravskoslezsko (23%, +11); one in Italy, Sicilia 
(28%, +10), and one in Portugal, Região Autónoma da Madeira (31%, +10). 

The ten regions that have registered the highest decreases since 2015 are all Spanish regions led by 
Principado de Asturias (10%, -19 percentage points), País Vasco (20%, -18), Comunidad de Madrid 
(21%, -16) and Ciudad Autónoma de Ceuta (13%, -16). 
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III. OPTIMISM CONCERNING THE FUTURE OF THE REGIONS 

GENERAL OPTIMISM CONCERNING THE FUTURE OF THE REGIONS 
 
Having discussed whether they think that the economic situation of their region will get better, get 
worse, or stay the same over the next 12 months, respondents were then asked whether they are 
optimistic or pessimistic regarding the future of their region. 

 
In 170 of the 204 regions at least half the respondents are optimistic regarding the 

future of their region; the regions less likely to be optimistic are in Greece, Spain, France, 
Cyprus and the UK  

At EU level, nearly seven in ten respondents (66%) say they are optimistic regarding the future of 
their region, while three in ten (30%) describe themselves as pessimistic and just 4% answer “don’t 
know”.  

   
Base: all respondents (N=61,968)  

 

	  

Very optimistic
12

Rather 
optimistic

54

Rather 
pessimistic

22

Very pessimistic
8

Don’t Know
4

QD10 Please tell me if you are very optimistic, rather optimistic, rather pessimistic 
or very pessimistic regarding the future of (OUR REGION)? (% - EU)

(October-November 2018)
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In 170 of the 204 European regions the majority of respondents are optimistic regarding the future 
of their region, and in more than half of the regions (106) the proportion of people who are optimistic 
is at least 70%. 

On the map below, the regions where more than seven in ten respondents are optimistic regarding 
the future of their region are highlighted in dark green. These are mainly located in central Europe 
and include Germany, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Austria, Czechia, and Poland, as well as some 
regions in Nordic and Baltic countries such as Denmark, Sweden, Finland, Estonia, and Lithuania. 

 
 
However, the regional analysis shows considerable differences across the 204 European regions, with 
proportions varying from 93% in Vorarlberg (Austria) to 34% in both Principado de Asturias (Spain), 
and Molise (Italy). 
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The following table lists the 106 regions where at least seven in ten respondents are optimistic 
regarding the future of their region.  
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On the other hand, in 34 European regions, less than half the respondents are optimistic regarding 
the future of their region. These regions are mostly located in France (10 regions), Spain (5 regions), 
Italy (5 regions), the United Kingdom (5 regions) and Greece (3 regions). 
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Economic situation in the regions: current state and future outlook 

The way most respondents see the current situation of their region’s economy and their optimism 
about the future of their region can be combined to group regions in four categories: ‘good and 
optimistic’, ‘good but pessimistic’, ‘bad but optimistic’ and ‘bad and pessimistic’. 

 

 
 

144 regions belong to the category good and optimistic, where a majority of respondents believe 
that the current economic situation in their region is good and are optimistic about the future of their 
region. As can be seen on the map, this worldview is widely shared in the EU, and includes a variety 
of countries: Estonia, Luxembourg and Malta, Ireland (all 3 regions), Lithuania (all 2 regions), 
Netherlands (all 12 regions), Austria (all 9 regions), Czechia (7 out of 8 regions), Germany (15 out of 
16 regions), Poland (16 of 17 regions), Portugal (all 7 regions), Slovakia (3 of 4 regions), Slovenia (all 
2 regions) and all regions in Nordic countries. Countries which are split, such as Belgium (2 out of 3 
regions), Bulgaria (2 out of 6 regions), Italy (10 out of 21 regions), Spain (9 out of 19 regions), France 
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(7 out of 18 regions), Romania (5 out of 8 regions), Slovakia (3 out of 4 regions) and the United 
Kingdom (6 out of 12 regions) will be also further discussed below.  

The second category – good but pessimistic concerns only eight regions, which are mainly 
concentrated in the United Kingdom (5 out of 12 regions), and France (2 out of 18 regions), plus 
Spain’s Ciudad Autónoma de Melilla region. The small number of regions in this category seems to 
indicate that respondents are generally more likely to be optimistic if they think the current economic 
situation of their region is good.  

In the third category – bad but optimistic – there are 26 regions. These regions have a majority of 
respondents who believe their re50gion’s economy is doing badly, as well as a majority of 
respondents who are optimistic as to their region’s future. Geographically these are mainly found in 
Spain (5 out of 19 regions), Italy (6 out of 21 regions), France (1 out of 18 regions), Romania (3 out 
of 8 regions), Bulgaria (2 out of 6 regions) and Croatia (both regions). Interestingly, the Severozápad 
region in Czechia, the Lubelskie region in Poland the Východné Slovensko region in Slovakia, the 
Észak-Alföld region in Hungary, the Sachsen Anhalt region in Germany and the Wales region in the 
United Kingdom are the sole regions in their respective countries to belong to this category. The whole 
country/region of Latvia also belongs to this category.  

26 regions belong to the fourth and final category – bad and pessimistic, with at least one-third of 
pessimistic regions in some countries, such as Belgium’s Région wallonne (1 out of 3 regions), Greece 
(3 out of 4 regions), Bulgaria (2 out of 6 regions), France (8 out of 18 regions, including the 5 overseas 
regions) and Cyprus. Other countries in this category include Italy (5 out of 21 regions), Spain (4 out 
of 19 regions) and Hungary (2 out of 8 regions).  

The detailed tables illustrating these results are included in this report in an Annex. 
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Quality of life in the regions: current state and future outlook 

In a similar way, the opinion of most respondents about the current quality of life in their region and 
the way they think this situation will evolve in the next twelve months can be combined to group 
regions into four categories. 

A majority of EU regions (166 of 204) have respondents who perceive the quality of life as good and 
are optimistic regarding the future of their region. This is mostly the case in all EU regions in Czechia, 
Denmark, Germany, Estonia, Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Austria, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Slovakia, Finland and Sweden, as well as in Spain (14 out of 19 
regions), France (8 out of 18 regions), Italy (14 out of 21), the United Kingdom (7 out of 12 regions), 
Hungary (5 out of 8 regions), Bulgaria (4 out of 6 regions) and Belgium (2 of 3 regions). 

 
In 30 regions, while the majority of respondents view the quality of life as good, there is also a 
majority of respondents who are pessimistic regarding the future of their region. These regions are 
located in Greece (3 out of 4 regions), France (9 out of 18 regions), Spain (5 out of 19 regions), Italy 
(4 out of 21 regions), the United Kingdom (5 out of 12 regions), Belgium (1 out of 3 regions), Hungary 
(1 out of 8 regions), Bulgaria (1 out of 6 regions), and Cyprus. 
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There are only 4 regions in the next category – bad and optimistic, where respondents think the 
current quality of life is bad but are optimistic regarding the future of their region. These are the 
Continental Croatia region in Croatia, the Campania and Sicilia regions of Italy, and the Észak-Alföld 
region in Hungary.  

The final category of bad and pessimistic, where respondents think the current quality of life is bad 
and are pessimistic regarding the future of the region, is equally small. In this category the regions 
are Calabria in Italy, Mayotte in France, Severozapaden in Bulgaria, and the Észak-Magyarország 
region in Hungary. 

The detailed tables illustrating these results are included in this report in an Annex. 
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IV. MAIN CONCERNS FACING REGIONS ACROSS THE EU 

From a list of eight items, respondents were asked to choose the two most important issues facing 
their region at the moment8. 

 
The healthcare system and unemployment are the issues most likely to be mentioned as 

the most important issues currently faced by respondents’ region – healthcare is the 
most mentioned in 97 regions and unemployment in 60 regions 

At EU level, slightly more than a third of Europeans (34%) identify the healthcare system as the 
main issue facing their region, an increase of 8 percentage points since 2015 and by 10 percentage 
points since 2012.  

Unemployment comes second, mentioned by three in ten respondents (30%), down substantially by 
16 percentage points from 46% in 2015 and by 25 percentage points from 55% in 2012.  

Nearly a quarter of respondents (24%) cite the education system, an increase of 6 percentage 
points since 2015.    

  
Base: respondents (N=61,968) 

 

The five other issues are mentioned by less than one fifth of respondents: the environment (19%, 
+10 percentage points), immigration (18%, -6), crime (18%, +4), the economic situation (18%, -
3), and people and/or business going away from the region (16%, +1). 

 

	  

																																																								
8 Q3. What do you think are the two most important issues facing your region at the moment? 
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1 Healthcare system 

At EU level, above a third of Europeans (34%) think that the healthcare system is one of the two 
most important issues facing their region at the moment.  

The following map illustrates the extent to which the healthcare system is seen as a key issue across 
much of Europe. Concern about this issue is highest in the areas marked in darker shades of red, 
especially in Northern and Eastern Europe, the UK and Portugal. 

In most regions (133 of 204), at least 30% of respondents consider that the healthcare system is 
one the most important issues facing their region currently. 

 
The healthcare system is the most mentioned issue in 97 of the 204 European regions, and it is the 
second most mentioned issue in a further 23 regions.  

The regional analysis reveals considerable differences between regions. The healthcare system is not 
seen as one of the most important issues everywhere and wide disparities can be observed: while 
72% of respondents in two Hungarian regions (Budapest and Közép-Dunántúl) say it is one of the 
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most important issues, only 9% do so in Ciudad Autónoma de Ceuta, and 10% in País Vasco, both 
Spanish regions. 

At the same time, the regional analysis also highlights some considerable differences between 
regions within the same Member State. In Italy for instance, the proportion of respondents mentioning 
the healthcare system varies between 60% in Molise and 16% in Emilia-Romagna. Considerable 
differences are also seen in Spain (from 39% in Canarias to 9% in Ciudad Autónoma de Ceuta), France 
(from 40% in Martinique to 11% in both Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur and Réunion) and, to a lesser 
extent, in Finland (from 56% in Åland to 38% in Helsinki-Uusimaa) and Slovenia (41% in Zahodna 
Slovenija and 26% in Vzhodna Slovenija).  

Overall, in around a quarter of the regions (52 regions) the majority of respondents consider that the 
healthcare system is one of the two most important regional issues. These regions are mainly located 
in Northern and Eastern Europe, the UK and Portugal.  

The table of next page details the results observed in these 52 regions. In this table, and in all other 
tables in this chapter, regions where the described issue was most mentioned will be bolded.  
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In more than one third of the regions (81 regions), between 30% (included) and 50% (excluded) of 
respondents consider that the healthcare system is an important issue in their region. The following 
table details the results obtained in these 81 regions.  
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Main issue – healthcare system: evolution since 2015 

The map below shows in red the many regions where the proportion of respondents mentioning the 
healthcare system as an important issue for their region has increased since 2015. The pockets of 
green – seen mainly in the Netherlands, Italy and Spain – show the regions where concern about the 
healthcare system has actually decreased over the last three years. 
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Since 2015, the proportion of respondents who consider that the healthcare system is one of the 
most important issues currently facing their region has increased in many regions, most notably in 
Wielkopolskie (Poland) (66%, +37 percentage points), Małopolskie (Poland) (58%, +29), Etelä-Suomi 
(Finland) (54%, +27), Észak-Magyarország (Hungary) (63%, +25), Estonia (51%, +25), Martinique 
(France) (40%, +24), Guadeloupe (France) (31%, +24), Västsverige (Sweden) (66%, +24) and Småland 
med öarna (Sweden) (65%, +24), Dél-Alföld (Hungary) (57%, +23), Niederösterreich (Austria) (31%, 
+23) and Norra Mellansverige (Sweden) (69%, +23).  

On the other hand, it has decreased by more than ten percentage points in six regions: Malta (11%, -
20 percentage points), and five regions in the Netherlands, Utrecht (31%, -16), Zeeland (36%, -15), 
Friesland (30%, -12), Noord-Holland (38%, -11) and Noord-Brabant (36%, -11). 
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2 Unemployment 

In second place at EU level, unemployment is mentioned by three in ten respondents (30%) as one 
of the two most important issues currently facing their region.  

On the map below, regions highlighted in darker red show where concern about unemployment is 
higher. These are mainly located in France, Spain, Italy, Greece and Bulgaria. The light red areas show 
where concern about unemployment is lower: regions in Central Europe and Nordic Member States, 
as well as in Romania and in the United Kingdom. 

In nearly half of the regions (92 of 204 regions), at least 30% of respondents consider that 
unemployment is one the two most important issues facing their region at the moment.  

 
Unemployment is the most mentioned issue in 60 of the 204 European regions, and it is the second 
most mentioned issue in a further 36 regions.  

The regional analysis shows also considerable differences across regions overall. Indeed, the 
proportion of respondents mentioning unemployment as one of the two most important issues 
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currently facing their region, ranges from 86% in Réunion (France) to just 4% in Baden-Württemberg 
(Germany). 

The regional analysis again highlights some considerable differences between regions within the 
same Member State. In Italy for instance, the proportion of respondents mentioning unemployment 
among the two most important issues currently facing their region varies between 65% in both Sicilia 
and Sardegna and 7% in Provincia Autonoma di Bolzano/Bozen. Large differences are also seen in 
Poland (ranging from 52% in Warmińsko-Mazurskie to 7% in Warszawski stołeczny). 

 
In 38 regions at least half the respondents mention unemployment as one of the two most important 
regional issues, and in seven of these regions at least three-quarters of respondents do so – in five 
Spanish regions: Cantabria and Extremadura (both 71%), Principado de Asturias and Andalucía (both 
70%), and Castilla-La Mancha (66%); and in two French regions: Réunion (86%) and Hauts-de-France 
(Nord-Pas-de-Calais-Picardie) (72%). 

The table below details the results observed in these 38 regions.  

  
 

In around a quarter of the regions (54 regions), between 30% (included) and 50% (excluded) of 
respondents consider unemployment to be one of two most important issues currently facing their 
region. The following table details the results obtained in these 54 regions. 
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Main issue – unemployment: evolution since 2015 
 

Regions highlighted in darker shades of green on the map below are those where, since 2015, the 
proportion of respondents mentioning unemployment as one of the two most important regional 
issues has declined. The largest declines are observed in several regions of Poland, Czechia, Austria 
and Finland.  

The pockets of light red show the regions where concern about unemployment has increased slightly 
over the last three years. 
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Since 2015, concern about unemployment increased in only four regions, two in Italy and two in the 
United Kingdom: South East England (UK) (21%, +4 percentage points) and East of England (UK) 
(24%, +3), Abruzzo (Italy) (54%, +2) and Sicilia (Italy) (65%, +1). 

On the other hand, this proportion has declined in the 200 other regions, and by more than 40 
percentage points in six: five Polish regions, Wielkopolskie (9%, -71 percentage points), Małopolskie 
(11%, -65), Dolnośląskie (10%, -56), Opolskie (21%, -45) and Pomorskie (13%, -41), as well as in 
Moravskoslezsko (22%, -41), in Czechia. 
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3 The education system 

In third place at EU level, a quarter of European respondents (24%) consider the education system to 
be the most important issues currently facing their region.  

The map below illustrates this by highlighting in shades of red the regions where respondents are 
most likely to mention the education system as one of the two most important issues facing their 
region. This is especially the case in Germany. 

In a majority of the 204 European regions (111 out of 204), between 15% and 30% of respondents 
consider the education system as one of the two most important issues facing their region. 

 
In 21 European regions, the education system is mentioned as the most important current regional 
and it is the second most mentioned issue in 30 regions.  

The regional analysis shows that there are wide differences across the European regions overall. 
Indeed, while nearly two-thirds (64%) of respondents cite the education system as one of the two 
most important issues facing their region in Bremen (Germany) only 3% to do so in Basilicata (Italy). 
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The regional analysis shows also some differences between regions within the same Member State. 
In Spain for instance, the proportion of respondents mentioning the education system among the two 
most important issues currently facing their region varies between 36% in Illes Balears and 9% in 
Principado de Asturias. Significant differences are also seen in France (between 33% in Mayotte and 
7% in Centre-Val de Loire), the UK (between 32% in North East England and 16% in Wales) and 
Poland (between 33% in Warszawski Stołeczny and 11% in Lubelskie). 

In seven EU regions, all located in Germany, half or more of the respondents say that the education 
system is one of the two most important issues facing their region. The table below illustrates the 
results observed in these seven regions.  

 
 
At the same time, in 31 EU regions between 30% (included) and 50% (excluded) of respondents 
mention the education system as one of the two most important issues facing their region while in 
54 regions less than 15% of respondents do so.  

The table of next page shows the results observed in these 31 regions where between 30% and 50% 
of respondents mention the education system as an important issue. 
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Main issue – the education system: evolution since 2015 

Regions in light red on the map below are those where, since 2015, the proportion of respondents 
who consider the education system as one of the most important issues facing their region has 
increased. Regions in darker red have registered increases of more than 15 percentage points. Most 
of them are in Germany.  

The green areas show the regions where the levels of concern on this issue have declined or remained 
stable, with regions in the United Kingdom and Spain standing out. 
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Since 2015, ten of the 11 largest increases in the proportion of respondents identifying the education 
system as one of the two most important issues currently facing their region have occurred in 
Germany: in Thüringen (53%, +31 percentage points), Sachsen (48%, +24), Sachsen-Anhalt (46%, 
+24), Berlin (54%, +23), Bremen (64%, +20), Niedersachsen (56%, +20), Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 
(42%, +20), Brandenburg (39%, +19) and Hessen (49%, +17). Considerable increases have also taken 
place in Közép-Dunántúl (Hungary) (32%, +20), Länsi-Suomi (Finland) (25%, +17) and North East 
(England) (United Kingdom) (32%, +17).  

On the other hand, decreases are limited, with the largest falls in the UK and Spain: West Midlands 
(England) (19%, -7 percentage points), and East of England (24%, -6) in the United Kingdom; and 
Ciudad Autónoma de Ceuta (10%, -7), Castilla y León (10%, -6) and Principado de Asturias (9%, -6) 
in Spain.  
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4 The environment 

In fourth position in the EU average, the environment is cited by close to a fifth of EU respondents 
(19%).  

The regions in darker red on the map below are those where respondents are more likely to feel that 
the environment is an important issue. This map clearly shows that these regions are mainly located 
in Central Europe and Nordic countries, particularly in the Germany and Austria, as well as in Czechia, 
Sweden and Poland, and some other regions in the Netherlands.  

In most regions (176 of the 204 European regions), less than three in ten respondents consider the 
environment as one of the two most important regional issues. 
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The environment tops the list of the most important current regional issues in just seven regions, 
which are in four EU Member States: Bayern (Germany), Salzburg and Tirol (Austria), Gelderland and 
Utrecht (the Netherlands), Praha and Moravskoslezsko (Czechia). 

However, the regional analysis reveals significant variations between regions overall. In three regions, 
more than four in ten respondents mention the environment as one of the two most important issues 
facing their regions: 46% in Tirol (Austria), and 43% in both Utrecht (the Netherlands) and 
Moravskoslezsko (Czechia). In contrast only 1% think that way in Ciudad Autónoma de Ceuta, and just 
2% in both Andalucía and Castilla y León, all three regions being in Spain. 

The regional analysis shows some significant differences between regions within the same Member 
State.  

For instance, in France 33% of respondents in Île de France and 28% in Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes cite 
the environment, but between 6% and 24% do so in the 16 other French regions. In Czechia, the 
environment is cited by 43% of respondents in Moravskoslezsko and by 37% in Praha, but is only 
mentioned by between 12% and 24% in the six other Czech regions. In Hovedstaden (Denmark), 33% 
mention the environment, while in the five other Danish regions only between 14% and 19% mention 
this issue. In Illes Balears (Spain), 26% cite the environment, compared with 1% and 17% in the 18 
other Spanish regions.  

In Tirol (Austria), the environment is cited by 46% of respondents, but only by between 11% and 36% 
in the eight other Austrian regions. In Poland, the environment is cited by 39% of respondents in 
Małopolskie, 37% in Śląskie and 34% in Warszawski Stołeczny, but by between 6% and 29% in the 
14 other Polish regions. Close to a third of respondents (32%) mention the environment in 
Bratislavský Kraj (Slovakia), while only between 8% and 13% of respondents mention this issue in 
the three other regions of Slovakia. Wide variations are also found in Finland, with proportions varying 
from 37% in Helsinki-Uusimaa and 35% in Åland to just 13% in Pohjois-ja Itä-Suomi. Finally, around 
a third of respondents (34%) cite the environment in Stockholm (Sweden), compared with between 
13% and 30% in the seven other Swedish regions.  

In 28 European regions at least three in ten respondents mention the environment as one of the two 
most important current regional issues, and in one of these, Tirol (Austria), more than 45% do so.  

 
 

The rest of the regions where at least three in ten respondents mention the environment are mainly 
located in the Netherlands (6 regions), and in Central Europe, Germany (4), Poland (3) and Austria (3). 

In all other regions (176 of 204 European regions), less than three in ten respondents consider the 
environment to be one of the two most important issues facing their region. 
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Main issue – the environment: evolution since 2015 

The following map shows in red the regions where, since 2015, the proportion of respondents who 
mention the environment as an important issue for the region has increased. In contrast, regions 
marked in green – mainly in Spain, the United Kingdom and southern Italy – are those where this 
proportion declined.  

Overall, increases were registered in most EU regions, most notably in Central Europe.  
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Since 2015, the proportion of respondents who believe that the environment is one of the two most 
important issues facing their region has substantially increased in three Polish regions: Małopolskie 
(39%, +36 percentage points), Śląskie (37%, +32) and Dolnośląskie (29%, +26); in two Austrian 
regions: Tirol (46%, +33) and Salzburg (36%, +25); in two German regions: Nordrhein-Westfalen (33%, 
+27) and Rheinland-Pfalz (31%, +23); in two Dutch regions: Gelderland (39%, +26) and Zuid-Holland 
(37%, +23); but also in Helsinki-Uusimaa (Finland) (37%, +31). At the same time, there were 
considerable declines in just two regions: Bucuresti – Ilfov (Romania) (13%, -11) and Liguria (Italy) 
(18%, -6).  
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5 Immigration 

The map below highlights in darker shades of red the regions with higher proportion of respondents 
mentioning immigration as one of the two most important issues facing their region. Regions in Malta, 
northern Italy, southern Germany, Belgium and the overseas territories of France show the highest 
levels of concern.  

In most European regions (189 of 204), less than three in ten respondents mention immigration 
among the two most important issues. 

 
Immigration tops the list of the most important current regional issues in seven regions: Vlaams 
Gewest (Belgium), Malta (Malta), Lombardia and Veneto (Italy), Mayotte (France), Ciudad Autónoma 
de Melilla and Ciudad Autónoma de Ceuta (Spain). 

At the same time, the regional analysis shows that the proportion of respondents citing immigration 
as an important regional issue varies considerably across regions.  
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In four regions, more than half the respondents mention immigration among the two most important 
regional issues: 72% in Ciudad Autónoma de Ceuta (Spain), 69% in Mayotte (France), 62% in Ciudad 
Autónoma de Melilla (Spain), and 57% in Malta. However, only 4% share this opinion in Martinique 
(France), Východné Slovensko (Slovakia) and the Adriatic region (Croatia). In addition, the regional 
analysis shows some significant differences between regions within the same Member State. In 
Germany for instance, the proportion of respondents mentioning immigration varies between 35% in 
Bayern and 12% in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern. Considerable differences are also seen in France, as 
already noted, between 69% in Mayotte and 4% in Martinique; Belgium with 47% in Vlaams Gewest, 
23% in Région de Bruxelles-Capitale and only 19% in Région wallonne; and Italy (between 45% in 
Provincia Autonoma di Bolzano/Bozen and 10% in Sardegna). 
 
As already stated, in most European regions less than three in ten respondents mention immigration 
among the two most important issues facing their region. However, in four European regions, at least 
50% of respondents do so.  

 
 

In another 11 regions, between 30% and less than 50% of respondents mention immigration among 
the most important issues.  
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Main issue – immigration: evolution since 2015 

The following map highlights in light red the regions where the proportion of respondents mentioning 
immigration as one of the two main issues facing their region has increased since 2015.  

Regions in Spain, Poland Romania and Czechia are especially highlighted here. Regions in dark green 
are the ones where this proportion has recorded the largest decreases since 2015, most notably 
several regions in Germany, Austria, Hungary, the United Kingdom, Sweden, Finland and Estonia. 
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Since 2015, the proportion of respondents who believe that immigration is one of the two most 
important issues currently facing their region has increased by more than ten percentage points in 
eight regions, most notably in Ciudad Autónoma de Ceuta (Spain) (72%, +33 percentage points) and 
in four other Spanish regions, Ciudad Autónoma de Melilla (62%, +16), Región de Murcia (27%, +12), 
Canarias (24%, +12) and País Vasco (28%, +11), as well as in Opolskie (Poland) (25%, +12), Jihozápad 
(Czechia) (26%, +11) and Mayotte (France) (69%, +11). 

There were however substantial declines in many regions, with the highest decreases in six German 
regions: Hamburg (20%, -29 percentage points), Bayern (35%, -25), Berlin (21%, -24), Baden-
Württemberg (30%, -24), Thüringen (20%, -22) and Niedersachsen (17%, -22); in two Hungarian 
regions: Nyugat-Dunántúl (12%, -29) and Dél-Alföld (14%, -26); and in two Austrian ones: Salzburg 
(20%, -23) and Burgenland (22%, -22). 
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6 Crime 

Dark red areas on the following map show the regions where respondents are more likely to feel that 
crime is one of the two most important issues facing their region.  

These are mainly located in Central Europe, with some in Sweden, Italy, the Netherlands, Germany 
and Czechia, as well as in the United Kingdom and Greece. 

In most European regions (184 of 204), less than three in ten respondents mention crime among the 
two most important issues facing their region.  

 

Crime is the most mentioned important current regional issue in four European regions: Noord-
Brabant (the Netherlands), London and Yorkshire and the Humber (both in the UK), and Emilia-
Romagna (Italy). 

The regional analysis shows important differences across the regions. At least four in ten respondents 
mention crime in five regions across three Member States: the Netherlands (57% in Noord-Brabant 
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and 40% in Utrecht), the United Kingdom (41% in London and 40% in Yorkshire and the Humber) and 
Germany (40% in Berlin). At the other end of the scale, only 1% of respondents mention crime in 
Extremadura and only 2% in both Podlaskie and Opolskie, two regions in Poland.  

The regional analysis also shows important differences between regions within the same Member 
State. In the Netherlands for instance, the proportion of respondents mentioning crime among the 
two most important issues currently facing their region varies between 57% in Noord-Brabant and 
10% in both Friesland and Drenthe. Significant differences are also seen in France (between 32% in 
Guyane and 6% in Aquitaine-Limousin-Poitou-Charentes), the UK (between 41% in London and 11% 
in Northern Ireland), Germany (between 40% in Berlin and 12% in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern), Italy 
(between 31% in Emilia-Romagna and 3% in Sardegna), Sweden (between 32% in Stockholm and 
9% in Övre Norrland), Denmark (between 30% in Hovedstaden and 10% in Nordjylland) and Greece 
(between 33% in Attiki and 8% in Nisia Aigaiou, Kriti). 
 
In one region, Noord-Brabant (the Netherlands), more than half of the respondents mention crime 
among the most important regional issues.  

  
 

In another 19 regions, between 30% and less than 50% mention crime as one of the two most 
important current regional issues.  
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Main issue – crime: evolution since 2015 

The following map shows in green the regions where respondents are less likely than in 2015 to 
consider that crime is one of the two most important issues facing their region. The regions where 
respondents are more likely to mention crime are presented in light red.  

There is a generally negative picture, with most regions being more likely to report crime as an issue 
than in 2015, most notably in regions in the United Kingdom, the Netherlands and Sweden. On the 
other hand, respondents in regions in Portugal, Latvia, eastern Poland, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania 
and Bulgaria are less likely to consider that crime is an issue in their region. 

 
	  



 

 

72 

  
Public opinion in the EU Regions 
 
 
October-November 2018 

Report

Flash Eurobarometer 472 

  
Public opinion in the EU Regions 
 
 
October-November 2018 

Report

Flash Eurobarometer 472 

Since 2015, twelve regions have recorded increases of at least 13 percentage points in the proportion 
of respondents who consider that crime is one of the two most important current issues facing their 
region: two regions in the Netherlands, Noord-Brabant (57%, +31 percentage points) and Utrecht 
(40%, +19); five regions in the United Kingdom, West Midlands (England) (39%, +24), Yorkshire and 
the Humber (40%, +21), South East (England) (33%, +18), East of England (32%, +15) and London 
(41%, +13); two Swedish regions, Stockholm (32%, +18) and Östra Mellansverige (25%, +15; plus 
Attiki (Greece) (33%, +21), Jihozápad (Czechia) (27%, +13) and País Vasco (Spain) (19%, +13). 

On the other hand, decreases of at least 13 percentage points can be observed in six regions, including 
four French regions: Mayotte (20%, -20 percentage points), Guadeloupe (23%, -20), Martinique (13%, 
-15) and Guyane (32%, -13), plus Praha (Czechia) (27%, -17 pp) and Bucuresti – Ilfov (Romania) 
(15%, -13). 
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7 Economic situation 

On the following map, regions where people are most likely to mention the economic situation as one 
of the two most important issues facing their region are highlighted in red. These regions are mostly 
located in Eastern and Southern Europe, particularly in Greece, Cyprus, Romania, France, Croatia, and 
the southern part of Belgium. On the other hand, respondents from regions in central or in northern 
Europe, notably in Finland and Sweden, are less likely to mention the economic situation among the 
two most important regional issues. 

In most European regions (181 of 204), less than three in ten respondents mention the economic 
situation among the two most important issues facing their region.  

 
The economic situation is the most important issue currently facing the region in two regions: Cyprus 
(Cyprus) and Nord-Est (Romania). 
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The regional analysis shows significant differences between regions within the same Member State. 
In France for instance, the proportion of respondents mentioning the economic situation among the 
two most important issues currently facing their region varies between 46% in Corse and 16% in 
Mayotte. Wide differences can also be seen in Poland (between 31% in Lubelskie and 8% in both 
Wielkopolskie and Dolnośląskie), Germany (between 30% in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern and 5% in 
both Baden-Württemberg and Hamburg), Italy (between 28% in Sardegna and 6% in Provincia 
Autonoma di Bolzano/Bozen) and Belgium (31% in Région wallonne, 21% in Région de Bruxelles-
Capitale and 14% in Vlaams Gewest). 

At the same time, significant regional differences can be noticed: more than four in ten respondents 
believe that the economic situation is one of the most important current regional issues in Cyprus 
(47%), Corse (France) (46%) and Nord-Est (Romania) (42%) while just 5% share this opinion in Baden-
Württemberg (Germany) and Hamburg (Germany), Ciudad Autónoma de Melilla (Spain) and Tirol 
(Austria). 

In 23 European regions, at least 30% of respondents believe that the economic situation is one of 
the two most important issues facing their region. These regions are mainly located in Southern 
Europe, particularly in France (6 regions), Romania (5) and Greece (the 4 regions). In two regions this 
proportion is above 45%: Corse (France) with 46% and Cyprus with 47%.   
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In 21 regions, between 30% and less than 45% of respondents also mention the economic situation 
as the most important issue facing the region.  
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Main issue – economic situation: evolution since 2015 

The following map shows in light red the regions where the proportion of respondents who consider 
the economic situation as one of the two most important issues facing their region has increased 
since 2015.  

 
 
Increases can mostly be observed in regions in the United Kingdom, as well as in regions in Sweden, 
Denmark, eastern Germany, Bulgaria and Romania. The dark green areas denote areas where the 
level of concern on this issue has declined the most, with regions in Finland, Austria and Spain 
standing out.  
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Since 2015, the proportion of respondents mentioning the economic situation among the two most 
important issues currently facing their region has been relatively stable. Indeed, only increases of less 
than ten percentage points can be observed, with the highest increases in Bucuresti – Ilfov (Romania) 
(31%, +9 percentage points), Mellersta Norrland (Sweden) (18%, +9) and Severen tsentralen 
(Bulgaria) (35%, +8). Conversely, the most noticeable decreases took place in four Finnish regions: 
Helsinki-Uusimaa (13%, -25 percentage points), Etelä-Suomi (12%, -20), Länsi-Suomi (13%, -17) and 
Åland (20%, -16); and in two Spanish regions: Comunidad Foral de Navarra (14%, -18) and País Vasco 
(16%, -16). 
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8 People and/or business going away from the region 

On the following map, regions highlighted in red are the ones were respondents are most likely to 
mention people and/or business going away from the region as one of the two most important issues 
facing their region.  

These regions are mostly found in the Baltic States, the Netherlands, Central Europe, particularly in 
eastern Germany, Austria, Slovenia and Hungary, and Southern Europe, that is in Croatia, Spain and 
southern Italy. 

In most regions (179 of 204 European regions), less than three in ten respondents consider that 
people and/or business going away from the region is one of the two most important issues facing 
their region. 

 
	
In six European regions (located in four EU Member States), the issue of people and/or business going 
away from their region is seen as the most important issue facing the region currently: Continental 
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Croatia (Croatia), Vidurio ir vakarų Lietuvos regionas (Lithuania), Kärnten and Burgenland (Austria), 
and Zeeland and Friesland (the Netherlands). 

The regional analysis also reveals important regional differences. Indeed, while more than half the 
respondents (54%) in Continental Croatia mention people and/or business going away from the region 
as one of the two most important issues facing their region, just 3% of respondents do so in 
Guadeloupe and Réunion (France), Comunidad de Madrid and Ciudad Autónoma de Ceuta (Spain), 
Hovedstaden (Denmark), and Stockholm (Sweden). 

On the other hand, the regional analysis shows considerable differences between regions within the 
same Member State. In Spain for instance, the proportion of respondents mentioning the economic 
situation among the two most important current issues reaches 51% in Castilla y León, 42% in 
Principado de Asturias, 39% in Extremadura and 33% in Aragón, compared with proportions varying 
between 3% and 26% in the 15 other Spanish regions. 

Important differences can also be seen in Italy (between 33% in Basilicata and 9% in Provincia 
Autonoma di Bolzano/Bozen), Germany (between 33% in Sachsen-Anhalt and 5% in both Hamburg 
and Hessen), Austria (between 51% in Kärnten and 8% in Oberösterreich) and the Netherlands 
(between 46% in Zeeland and 5% in Noord-Brabant). 
 
In four European regions, the majority of respondents consider that people and/or business going 
away from the region is one of the two most important issues currently facing their region.  
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In another 21 European regions, between 30% and less than 50% of respondents also share that 
view. These regions are mainly located in the Baltic countries, Southern Europe and in Central Europe, 
as it seen in the table below. 
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Main issue – people and/or business going away from the region: evolution since 2015 

The following map shows in light red the regions where respondents are more likely than in 2015 to 
say that people and/or business going away from their region is one of the two most important issues 
facing their region. Respondents living in the regions marked in green are less likely to mention this 
issue today than in 2015. 

Since 2015, respondents have become more likely to mention the issue of people and/or business 
going away from their region in most European regions, with the highest increases in regions in Spain, 
Austria and Croatia. However, they are less likely to do so in northern Europe, most notably in regions 
in Sweden, Denmark, Estonia and Belgium. 
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Since 2015, increases of at least 13 percentage points in the proportion of respondents who consider 
people and/or business going away from the region as one of the two most important issues now 
facing their have taken place in ten regions: four in Spain, Principado de Asturias (42%, +19 
percentage points), Castilla y León (51%, +18), Extremadura (39%, +17) and Aragón (33%, +14); two 
in Austria, Burgenland (38%, +18) and Kärnten (51%, +17); and two in Bulgaria: Severozapaden (27%, 
+14) and Yugoiztochen (22%, +13); plus Continental Croatia (Croatia) (54%, +18) and Liguria (Italy) 
(28%, +15). 

In contrast, decreases of at least 13 percentage points can be observed in six regions, including three 
Danish regions: Syddanmark (10%, -23 percentage points), Sjælland (12%, -13) and Midtjylland (7%, 
-13); and in Övre Norrland (Sweden) (15%, -16), Estonia (33%, -15) and Małopolskie (Poland) (7%, -
13.  
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V. PERCEPTIONS OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 

1 Representatives best placed to explain the EU 

To determine which political representatives are best placed to explain how European policies impact 
citizens’ day-to-day lives according to respondents, respondents were asked to choose one type of 
political representatives from a list of four9. 

 
Regional or local political representatives are the most likely to be singled out as the 

best placed to explain the impact of European on citizens’ day-to-day life, being 
preferred by people in 95 of the 204 European regions   

 
At EU level, a quarter of respondents (25%) consider regional or local political representatives 
the best placed to explain the impact of European policies on citizens’ day-to-day lives. They are 
preferred by respondents in 95 of 204 European regions. Since 2015, this share has increased by 3 
percentage points.  

National representatives are mentioned by a fifth of respondents (20%). In 61 regions they are 
the most mentioned as the best placed to explain the impact of European policies, with no change in 
the result at EU level since 2015. 

MEPs (Members of the European Parliament) are mentioned by less than a fifth of respondents (17%) 
at EU level. MEPs are, however, preferred in 29 regions. The share has remained stable since 2015 
(+1 percentage point).  

Members of the European Commission, in fourth and last position at EU level (11%), are 
mentioned in only ten regions, with no change in the result at EU level since 2015. 

 
 
Over a tenth of respondents at EU level (13%) spontaneously say that none of the political 
representatives mentioned are the best placed to explain how European policies impact their day-to-
day lives. This spontaneous answer comes in first position in three Greek regions (Voreia Ellada, 
Kentriki Ellada and Attiki), and at least a fifth of respondents mention it in ten European regions. 

The following map illustrates the type of representative that is the most mentioned in each region. 

																																																								
9 Q4. From the following political representatives, which ones are best placed to explain you how European policies impact your day-to-day 
life? 
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In all or in most of all regions of France, Germany, the United Kingdom, Belgium, Portugal and Hungary 
respondents are more likely to consider their regional or local political representatives as the best 
placed to explain the impact of EU policies on their day-to-day lives (light orange).  

In the regions of Sweden, Finland, Latvia, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, Ireland, Austria, Spain and 
Italy, respondents place their national political representatives in first position (dark orange).  

In the regions of Denmark, Estonia, Lithuania, Slovakia, Malta, Cyprus and in many regions in Poland 
(highlighted in light blue), a majority of respondents think that Members of the European Parliament 
are the best placed to explain how EU policies impact citizens’ day-to-day lives.  

Members of the European Commission come first in most regions in Romania and in Bulgaria (dark 
blue). Lastly, in three of four Greek regions, a majority of respondents consider that none of these 
representatives are best placed to explain how EU policies impact citizens’ day-to-day lives 
(highlighted in red).  
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a. Your regional or local political representatives 

On the following map, regions in darker shades of blue are home to relatively high proportions of 
respondents who think that their regional or local political representatives are the best placed to 
explain how EU policies impact citizens’ day-to-day lives, with regions in United Kingdom, France, 
Germany and Belgium particularly standing out. 

 
The regional analysis shows some considerable differences between regions within the same Member 
State. In Spain, for instance, the proportion of respondents mentioning their regional or local political 
representatives reaches 39% in Comunidad Foral de Navarra and 38% in País Vasco, compared with 
between 15% and 31% in the 17 other Spanish regions.  

Important differences can also be seen in France (between 42% in Normandie and 25% in both 
Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur and Mayotte) Italy (between 32% in Provincia autonoma di 
Bolzano/Bozen and 9% in Sicilia) and Austria (between 32% in Burgenland and 9% in Wien).  
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Regional or local political representatives are mentioned by at least four in ten respondents in just 
two regions: Normandie, France (42%) and Åland, Finland (41%).   

 
 

In another 46 regions, between 30% and less than 40% of respondents mention local or regional 
political representatives.  



 

 

87 

  
Public opinion in the EU Regions 
 
 
October-November 2018 

Report

Flash Eurobarometer 472 

  
Public opinion in the EU Regions 
 
 
October-November 2018 

Report

Flash Eurobarometer 472 

 
 
On the other hand, less than a tenth of respondents mention regional or local political representatives 
in four regions: 6% in both Cyprus and Malta, and 9% in both Sicilia (Italy) and Wien (Austria).  
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Evolution since 2015 

Since 2015, this proportion has increased by at least ten percentage points in ten regions. Increases 
were seen mostly in Western Europe, with regions in Germany showing the most pronounced increase. 

The following map demonstrates how opinion has changed since 2015. The regions highlighted in 
green are those where the proportion of respondents thinking that their regional or local 
representatives are the best placed to explain the impact of EU policies on citizens’ lives has 
increased~- this trend can be seen across the whole continent, but especially in several regions in 
Germany, the Netherlands and Belgium. 
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The proportion of respondents thinking that their regional or local political representatives are the 
best placed to explain how European policies impact their day-to-day lives has increased by at least 
ten percentage points in five German regions: Rheinland-Pfalz (35%, +18 percentage points), 
Schleswig-Holstein (38%, +16), Bremen (28%, +15), Sachsen (36%, +12) and Thüringen (33%, +10). 
It is also the case in two regions in the Netherlands: Gelderland (27%, +13) and Drenthe (30%, +10); 
and two in Spain: Ciudad Autónoma de Melilla (30%, +12) and Comunidad Foral de Navarra (39%, 
+10). Two-digit increases have also occurred in Kujawsko-Pomorskie (Poland) (27%, +12), Alentejo 
(Portugal) (22%, +12), Vlaams Gewest (Belgium) (30%, +10) and Liguria (Italy) (22%, +10).  

Decreases of at least ten percentage points were observed in just two regions: Provincia Autonoma 
di Bolzano/Bozen (Italy) (32%, -10 percentage points) and North West (England) in the United 
Kingdom (26%, -10). 
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b. Your national political representatives  

On the following map, regions in darker shades of blue are the ones where a higher proportion of 
respondents believe that their national political representatives are the best placed to explain how 
EU policies impact citizens’ day-to-day lives, with regions in Sweden and the Netherlands particularly 
standing out, and to a lesser extent several regions in Ireland, Italy and Austria.  

 
 
In 36 European regions, at least three out of ten respondents consider the National political 
representatives as the best placed to explain the impact of EU policies on citizens’ day-to–day lives, 
and in 15 of these regions at least 40% of the respondents think so. These 15 regions are mainly 
located in the Netherlands (all 12 regions), and Sweden (all 8 regions). 
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The table below lists the 21 regions in which between 30% and 40% of respondents mention 
national political representatives as being the best placed to explain the impact of EU policies on 
citizens’ day-to–day lives.  

 
 

On the other hand, in five EU regions less than a tenth of respondents consider their national political 
representatives as the best placed to explain European policies: Kujawsko-Pomorskie, Małopolskie 
and Śląskie (all in Poland), and Adriatic Croatia (Croatia) and Vest (Romania). 

  



 

 

92 

  
Public opinion in the EU Regions 
 
 
October-November 2018 

Report

Flash Eurobarometer 472 

  
Public opinion in the EU Regions 
 
 
October-November 2018 

Report

Flash Eurobarometer 472 

Evolution since 2015 

The map below shows in green the many regions where it increased since 2015 the proportion of 
respondents mentioning their national political representatives, as the best placed to explain the 
impact of EU policies on citizens’ day-to–day lives. This is particularly the case in regions in Italy. On 
the other hand, regions in light red – mainly in Finland, Estonia, Germany, the Netherlands, Portugal 
and Cyprus – are those where national political representatives are mentioned less than three years 
ago. 

 
 
Although overall the proportion of respondents mentioning their national political representatives as 
the best placed to explain the impacts of EU policies has not considerably changed much since 2015, 
some increases occurred in most Italian regions and some decreases occurred in several regions of 
the Netherlands and Germany. 
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Since 2015, this proportion has increased by more than ten percentage points in 11 regions, including 
ten Italian regions: Sicilia (32%, +17 percentage points), Lazio (31%, +17), Puglia (30%, +13), Toscana 
(28%, +13), Abruzzo and Campania (30%, +12 in both regions), Friuli-Venezia Giulia (20%, +12), 
Molise (29%, +11), Lombardia (27%, +11) and Sardegna (25%, +11); and in Norra Mellansverige 
(Sweden) (55%, +12). 

The proportion of respondents mentioning their national political representatives has decreased most 
in Vest (Romania) (9%, -10 percentage points) and Rheinland-Pfalz (Germany) (17%, -10 pp). 
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c. Your MEPs (Members of the European Parliament)  

On the following map, regions in darker shades of blue are home to relatively high proportions of 
respondents who believe that their MEPs are the best placed to explain how EU policies impact citizens’ 
day-to-day lives. This is particularly the case in Northern Europe, in regions in Finland, Denmark, 
Estonia and Lithuania; but also in Central Europe, in regions in Czechia, Slovakia and Slovenia; and in 
Southern Europe, in regions in Croatia, Cyprus and Malta, as well as in regions in Ireland and in 
Luxembourg. 

 

The regional analysis shows that differences between regions within the same Member State are 
limited. The highest differences are registered in Czechia, where the proportion of respondents 
mentioning their MEPs reaches 35% in Praha, but just 15% in Severozápad. 

There are also some differences in Germany, where proportions of respondents citing their MEPs vary 
between 24% in Hamburg and 9% in Sachsen. 
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On the other hand, in nearly a third of European regions (62 out of 204 regions), at least a fifth of 
respondents say that their MEPs are the best placed to explain how EU policies impact citizens’ day-
to-day lives, with the highest proportions observed in Malta (Malta), Zahodna Slovenija (Slovenia) and 
Praha (Czechia) (35% in the three regions), slightly ahead of Helsinki-Uusimaa (Finland) (34%).      
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Evolution since 2015 

These proportions have not changed significantly since 2015, shifting a maximum of 12 percentage 
points up and nine percentage points down across all the regions. 

The following map shows how opinion has changed since 2015. The regions highlighted in green are 
the ones where the proportion of respondents mentioning their MEPs has increased. These are spread 
across the whole continent. However, in some regions highlighted in light red, this proportion has 
decreased: this is the case in many regions in the United Kingdom, Sweden, Latvia, the Netherlands, 
Luxembourg, Croatia, Romania, Bulgaria and Malta. 
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The proportion of respondents answering that their MEPs are the best placed to explain how European 
policies impact their day-to-day lives has gained more than ten percentage points in three regions: 
Martinique (France) (23%, +12 percentage points), Praha (Czechia) (35%, +11) and Hamburg 
(Germany) (24%, +11).  

On the other hand, this proportion has decreased in a few regions, most notably in Luxembourg (22%, 
-9 percentage points), two regions in the United Kingdom: London (19%, -8) and Northern Ireland 
(20%, -7); and two regions in Denmark: Hovedstaden (33%, -7) and Sjælland (27%, -7). 
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d. Members of the European Commission  

The map below highlights in dark blue the regions where a relatively high proportion of respondents 
consider that the members of the European Commission are the best placed to explain how EU 
policies impact citizens’ lives, with regions in Eastern Europe standing out, particularly those in 
Romania and Bulgaria, and to a lesser extent some regions in Poland.  
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In 14 European regions, at least a fifth of respondents mention members of the European 
Commission: seven of the eight Romanian regions, three Bulgarian regions, three Polish regions and 
one region in Italy. The highest proportions are recorded in Romania (27% in Bucuresti – Ilfov and 
23% in Centru) and Bulgaria (23% in Yugozapaden). 
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Evolution since 2015 

These proportions have not changed much since 2015, shifting a maximum of eight percentage points 
up or down across the different regions. 

On the following map, regions highlighted in green are those where the proportion of respondents 
citing members of the European Commission has increased since 2015. On the other hand, regions 
where this proportion has decreased are highlighted in light red. Green and light red appear to be 
equally distributed in Europe.  

 
 
A special focus on regions in Romania and Bulgaria, where these proportions are already the highest, 
shows that most regions in Romania are green, whereas most regions in Bulgaria are in light red. This 
indicates that respondents in these regions in Bulgaria are less likely now than in 2015, to mention 
members of the European Commission as the best placed to explain the impact of EU policies on 
citizens’ day-to-day lives.  
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Since 2015, the proportion of respondents more likely to mention members of the European 
Commission has risen in particular in four regions: Niederösterreich (Austria) (13%, +8 percentage 
points), Nord-Vest (Romania) (22%, +7), Śląskie (Poland) (20%, +7) and Bayern (Germany) (10%, +7). 

The largest decreases in the proportion of respondents who believe that members of the European 
Commission are best placed to explain how European policies impact their day-to-day lives have been 
registered in two Italian regions: Liguria (13%, -8 percentage points) and Umbria (12%, -7). 
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e. None of the Representatives  

In ten European regions, at least a fifth of respondents spontaneously say that none of the proposed 
political representatives are the best placed to explain how European policies impact their day-to-day 
lives. These regions are located in Germany (4 regions), Greece (3 of the 4 regions), Italy (2 regions) 
and Cyprus, with the highest proportions in the three Greek regions (28% in both Voreia Ellada and 
Kentriki Ellada, and 23% in Attiki), as well as in Sardegna (Italy) (23%). 

 
 

The regional analysis shows that differences between regions within the same Member State are 
limited. However, in Germany, the proportion of respondents spontaneously saying that none of the 
proposed political representatives are best placed reaches 22% in both Sachsen and Thüringen, 
compared with 11% in Baden-Württemberg.  

Differences can also be seen in Italy (between 23% in Sardegna and 7% in Provincia Autonoma di 
Bolzano/Bozen) and Austria (between 18% in Kärnten and 9% in both Burgenland and Tirol).  
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The table below lists the ten regions in which at least 20% of respondents mention that none of the 
proposed political representatives are the best placed to explain European policies.  
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Evolution since 2015 

Since 2015, there has been no substantial increase in any region in the proportion of respondents 
who spontaneously say that none of their political representatives are best placed to explain how 
European policies impact their day-to-day lives. However, it has significantly decreased in most Italian 
regions. 

 
 

As stated before, there has been no significant increase. On the contrary, the proportion answering 
“None of them” has decreased by at least fifteen percentage points in eight Italian regions: Puglia 
(11%, -22 percentage points), Sicilia (14%, -21), Friuli-Venezia Giulia (15%, -19), Piemonte (15%, -
17), Lazio (13%, -17 pp), Emilia-Romagna (14%, -16), Campania (15%, -15) and Toscana (12%, -15). 
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2 Trust in the EU and in the national government 

 

a. Trust in the EU 

Respondents were asked whether they tend to trust the European Union or tend not to trust it10.  

 
At least half of the respondents say they tend to trust the EU in more than four-fifths of 

European regions (177 out of the 204 regions)  

At EU level, close to six in ten respondents (59%) answer that they tend to trust the European Union, 
while just a third (33%) tend not to trust it. Less than a tenth of respondents (8%) give a “don’t know” 
response.  

Since 2015, the share of those saying that they tend to trust the EU has increased by 17 percentage 
points. 

 
Base: all respondents (N=61,968)  

 

 

	  

																																																								
10 QD8. I would like to ask you a question about how much trust you have in the European Union. Could you please tell me if you tend to 
trust it or tend not to trust it? 
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The following map illustrates the spread of regional results, with the darker shades of blue showing 
the regions where trust in the European Union is higher. The regions with higher levels of trust in the 
EU tend to be located in the Baltic States, Ireland, Portugal, Luxembourg, and, to a lesser extent, 
Sweden, Finland and Poland. Trust in the EU is lower in the EU regions highlighted in light blue, 
particularly in regions in Greece, the UK, France and Czechia. 

In most regions (177 of the 204 regions), at least half the respondents say they tend to trust the EU.  

 
 

The regional analysis highlights significant differences between EU regions. The proportion of 
respondents saying that they tend to trust the EU ranges from 81% in Eastern and Midlands (Ireland) 
to 35% in Yorkshire and the Humber (the United Kingdom) 

On the other hand, the regional analysis shows a few significant differences between regions within 
the same Member State.  

In the United Kingdom for instance, at least half the respondents in four regions say that they tend 
to trust the European Union (56% in London, 53% in South West (England), 52% in South East 
(England) and 50% in Northern Ireland), whereas less than four in ten respondents share this opinion 
in three regions (39% in East of England, 37% in Wales and 35% in Yorkshire and the Humber). 

Significant differences are also seen in France and Czechia. In France, trust in the EU varies from 
63% in Île de France to 39% in Guadeloupe. In Czechia, the proportion of respondents who tend to 
trust the EU ranges from 70% in Praha to 42% in Severozápad.  
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In 42 European regions, at least seven in ten respondents say they tend to trust the EU. These 42 
regions are identified in the table below. 
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On the other hand, in 27 European regions, less than half of the respondents say that they tend to 
trust in EU. These regions belong to five EU Member States: the UK (8 regions), France (8), Czechia 
(4), Greece (all 4 regions) and Italy (3). 
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Evolution since 2015 

Since 2015, the proportion of respondents who tend to trust the EU has increased in all regions but 
three. The following map highlights in green the regions where the proportion of respondents tending 
to trust the European Union has increased since 2015.   

The increase in the share of respondents that tend to trust the EU can be seen across the whole 
continent, but especially in regions of Northern Europe (Estonia, Latvia, Sweden) and Central Europe 
(Austria, Czechia, Slovakia and Germany), as well as in regions of Portugal and Luxembourg. 
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Since 2015, there are eleven regions where the proportion of respondents who tend to trust the EU 
has increased by more than 30 percentage points. This is the case in four German regions: Rheinland-
Pfalz (70%, +33 percentage points), Bremen (77%, +32), Bayern (66%, +32) and Hamburg (74%, 
+31); in two Portuguese regions: Algarve (76%, +33) and Alentejo (73%, +32); in three Austrian 
regions: Tirol (70%, +32), Oberösterreich (65%, +32 and Kärnten (63%, +31); and in Gelderland (the 
Netherlands) (67%, +32) and Västsverige (Sweden) (78%, +32). 

The only slight decrease in the proportion of respondents trusting the EU can be observed in 
Guadeloupe (France) (39%, -5 percentage points). This proportion has remained stable in Mayotte 
(France) (62%, unchanged) and Severen tsentralen (Bulgaria) (51%, unchanged). 
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b. Trust in the national government 

Respondents were then asked whether they tend to trust their national government or tend not to 
trust it11. 

 

At least half the respondents say they tend to trust their national government in about 
one-third of the regions (73 out of the 204 regions) 

At EU level, a slight majority of respondents (52%) say they tend not to trust their national 
government, while a sizeable minority (42%) tend to trust it. Just 6% answer “don’t know”. 

 
Base: all respondents (N=61,968)  

	  

																																																								
11 QD9. And could you please tell me if you tend to trust the (NATIONALITY) government or tend not to trust it? 
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The dark shades of blue on the following map show the European regions where trust in the national 
government is higher. This greater trust in the national government appears mostly in regions of 
northern and central Europe, as well as in regions of Ireland, Portugal and southern Italy. The lighter 
areas, where trust in the national government is lower, can primarily be observed in regions of Eastern 
Europe, France and the UK and in all regions of Spain.  

 
 

The regional analysis highlights the significant variations in results for this question. At the same 
time, there are also considerable differences between regions within the same Member State.  

In Belgium, for instance, around two-thirds of respondents answer that they tend to trust their 
national government in Vlaams Gewest (67%), whereas only on third say the same in Région Wallonne 
(33%), and 55% do so in Région de Bruxelles-Capitale. 

Wide differences are also seen in Germany. Around six out of ten respondents tend to trust their 
national government in Saarland (61%), Bremen (58%) and Schleswig-Holstein (57%), while less than 
half do so in Niedersachsen (49%), Sachsen (46%), Brandenburg (43%) and Sachsen-Anhalt (41%). 
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Lastly, in Poland, more than half the respondents tend to trust their national government in three 
regions (55% in Świętokrzyskie, 53% in Podlaskie and 52% in Lubelskie), but this proportion varies 
between 30% in Pomorskie and 49% in Podkarpackie in the 14 other regions. 

In more than a third of European regions (69 of 204), at least half the respondents tend to trust their 
national government. By far the highest proportion sharing this opinion is to be found in Luxembourg 
(83%), followed by Norra Mellansverige (Sweden) and Vlaams Gewest (Belgium) (both 67%). 
Luxembourg is the only region where more than 70% of respondents say they trust the national 
government.    

The table below illustrates the results observed in these 69 regions.  

 
 

 

On the other hand, in 89 regions, less than four in ten respondents express trust in their national 
government. These regions are mostly located in Spain (all 19 regions), France (15 of 18 regions), 
Poland (10 regions), Romania (all 8 regions), Czechia (all 8 regions), Slovakia (all 4 regions), Greece 
(all 4 regions), Bulgaria (all 6 regions), Italy (5 regions), the United Kingdom (5), Slovenia (both regions) 
and Croatia (both regions). 

The lowest proportions of respondents tending to trust their national government are registered in 
two Greek regions (17% in Voreia Ellada and 19% in Attiki) and in Bratislavský kraj (Slovakia) (18%). 

The table below shows the results observed in each of these 89 regions. 
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